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Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh EH9 1SH Telephone 0131 668 8600

THATCHED BUILDINGS MAINTENANCE SCHEME

GUIDANCE NOTES 

Scotland has one of the widest range of surviving traditional thatching techniques in Europe, although this has reduced steadily over the years and many are now single-mown examples.

Historic Scotland wishes to encourage owners of these traditional historic buildings to maintain and repair them by providing grants for the maintenance of their thatched roofs under the Thatched Buildings Maintenance Scheme.  The scheme makes available grant to meet a proportion of the cost of maintaining roof structures, including re-thatching together with any necessary repairs to roofing divots and minor repairs to roof timbers.

Rates of grant of up to 85% of the eligible costs are available to applicants in receipt of Council Tax relief and Income Support and up to 50% for those who are not.  If the estimated cost of the thatching maintenance works is more than £5,000, personal financial information is required to be submitted by the applicant in Section C of the application form to determine an appropriate level of funding support.  
If you wish to apply for a grant, please complete the application form and forward it on to the Conservation/Planning Development Officer for the Local Authority within which the property is situated. Having noted and endorsed the application as appropriate, the Local Authority should then forward it to Historic Scotland Investment Team for processing. 
Please note that if you are applying for grant, you must not start any work until you have received confirmation from Historic Scotland that your application has been successful.  
General Guidance to Maintenance
· Thatch should be inspected regularly for damage especially after storms and work to 
chimneys.

· Thatch, once settled, should never be stood on, or otherwise subjected to point loading.

· Any sudden sinking at the ridge or of the roof pitch should be investigated.

· Holes made by nesting birds or by vermin should be filled as soon as possible.

· Moss should be removed and any repair made when thatch is slightly damp.

· Thatch must be well ventilated - where the house is used as a holiday home an inbuilt 
ventilation system is recommended.  Keeping windows open can prevent dampness and rot.

Fire Protection
· Ensure that flues are swept regularly.

· Ensure that wind is blowing away from house before lighting a bonfire.

· Fireworks should not be used in the vicinity of the house.

For any queries on grant applications, please contact:
Frazer Gibson, Project Officer, Historic Scotland Investment Team, Room 2.6, Longmore House, Salisbury Place, Edinburgh, EH9 1SH.
Telephone (Direct Line): 0131 668 8821    E-mail: Frazer.gibson@scotland.gsi.gov.uk
THATCHED BUILDINGS MAINTENANCE SCHEME

APPLICATION FORM
SECTION A

	1. Name/s of applicant/s:
	

	2. Address of building to be thatched: 
(please provide photographs showing the whole building and the areas requiring repair)
	

	3. Year of construction of the building to 
be thatched:
	

	4. Address for correspondence: 

(if different from above)


	

	5. Contact telephone number:
    E-mail Address:


	

	6. Do you own the property?:
	YES/NO

	7. Do you live in the building?:
	YES/NO

	8. If you do not live in the building, what is the building used for?:

	

	9. Estimated cost of thatching, including VAT if applicable*:

(Please provide a copy of the estimate)

 Can you recover VAT?


	                        £
YES/NO

	*if the estimated cost of the works is more than £5,000 incl.VAT, please also complete Section C

	10. Please indicate type of existing thatch material (eg: marram, straw, reed, heather):

	

	11. Please indicate existing material used to secure thatch (eg netting, chicken wire):

	

	12. Nature and extent of work proposed: 

Include a description of the type of thatch, source of thatching material, securing materials proposed, and any variation from existing style (including changes to ridge and eaves detail) and reason for variation.

(Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary)


	


SECTION B
13.
Please provide details of your annual income (all property owners):  £

14.
Please indicate whether you are in receipt of:

(a) Income Support
YES/NO









(b) Council Tax Relief 
YES/NO
SECTION C  

(only to be completed if the estimated cost of the works is more than £5,000 including VAT)

15(a). For completion by all property owners/ Sole Traders

	Annual Gross Income: 
	£

	Annual Expenditure: 
	£

	Savings:
	£

	Investments:
	£

	All Property (estimated value):
	£

	Mortgage (all properties):
	£

	Other Loans
	£


If accounts are available, the two latest full audited sets should be submitted.  

Enclosed
Yes/ No

15(b). For completion by a Partnership or Limited Company

Please enclose copies of the company’s full audited accounts for the last two available years

Enclosed
Yes/ No

If the latest accounts cover a period ending more than 12 months prior to the application, please submit draft accounts for the intervening period.
SECTION D

Signed Declaration
I/ We ___________________________________________________ hereby apply for a grant towards the cost of works described in this application.  I/We declare that I/we cannot meet the full cost, but can make a maximum contribution of  £__________from my/our own resources.

Signature(s):
___________________________________________________


               ___________________________________________________

Status:

___________________________________________________

(e.g. owner/lessee)

Date:

___________________________________________________

SECTION E
Endorsement of application by Local Authority Conservation/Planning/Development Officer

I confirm that _______________________________ Council is satisfied with the terms upon which this application is made.  I also confirm that, to the best of my knowledge, the proposed work is in accordance with the traditional style/type of thatching in the area and that, where appropriate, any proposed departure or variation from the traditional approach has received/will receive the necessary consent/Listed Building Consent.

Signature:  _________________________________
Date:  

Position:    _________________________________             

CHECKLIST

Please remember to:

· Fully complete the form, sign and date it and forward to the appropriate Local Authority for completion of Section E.
· Enclose photographs of the building. 
· Enclose an estimate for the proposed work.
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