Statement of Response to Fergus Ewing


5th October 2006

“Historic Scotland has no application to consider for Castle Tioram and we have only offered advice to the owners. If the owner is unhappy with the outcome of any future application, he has the right to have his case heard by an independent reporter. Ministers would have the final say over any application, and they would do so on the basis of advice from the independent Reporter. Historic Scotland would have no role at that stage. That seems to leave Mr Brown with no grounds for complaint about the process.
“It is nonsense to suggest that Historic Scotland would prefer Castle Tioram to collapse. We have consistently offered to consider a grant for the repair of Castle Tioram and we have made it quite clear that the offer would be without prejudice to the owner’s aspirations for restoration of the castle. However, the owner has steadfastly refused to discuss the offer or a repair programme with us. Historic Scotland has the powers carry out repairs, and will do so if we believe that these are urgently necessary to protect the monument.”
Patrick Connor, Head of Communications and Media
