
further information
and contacts
For advice on repair and maintenance and for
names of contractors who can carry out work in
your area:

Scottish Conservation Bureau/TCRE Group
Historic Scotland
Longmore House
Salisbury Place
Edinburgh, EH9 1SH
Tel: 0131 668 8668
Email: hs.conservationbureau@scotland.gov.uk

To obtain publications on repair and conservation
including Historic Scotland’s Short Guide
Maintaining Your Home:

Publications Department
Tel: 0131 668 8638
Website orders: www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/shop

Technical advice service across the UK, short
courses, information leaflets on care and repair of
your property:
Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings
(SPAB)
37 Spital Square
Spitalfields
London E1 6DY
Tel: 020 7377 1644
Email: info@spab.org.uk
Website: www.spab.org.uk

external
Avoid a build-up of earth
or leaves at the base of
the walls. Natural
ventilation should be
retained. Keep under-
floor vents clear and do
not block them up to
prevent draughts.
Gullies and drains are
best checked during a rainstorm
to make sure they are working properly
and you should consider control or
removal of trees or climbers that may be
damaging walls or blocking gutters.

safety
You should always have your
personal safety in mind when
inspecting your home. Use an
appropriate means of
access and correct
safety equipment. If you
are in any doubt about
the safety of inspection
or maintenance work
you should employ a reputable
professional tradesperson.

You can learn more about looking after
your house in our free booklet Maintaining
Your Home: A Short Guide for
Homeowners. You can obtain a copy from
the address overleaf.
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Historic Scotland, Longmore House, Salisbury Place, 
Edinburgh EH9 1SH. Tel: 0131 668 8600

www. historic-scotland.gov.uk

UPKEEPcaring for
your home

Illustrations by Glen McBeth



toptips
roofs

The roof of your house is the most likely
source of dampness or water
penetration problems. Look for
loose or missing slates and tiles,
or signs of holes and splits on flat
roofs, which can allow water

into the roof timbers.
Check in the attic for
leaks after heavy rain or
stormy weather.

drainage
Gutters, eaves and rainwater pipes can
become blocked or develop leaks. The
best time to check these is when it is
raining, but you can also look for stains on
walls, and for plants growing in the
gutters.

Metal flashings and mortar fillets
are designed to divert water

away from vulnerable areas.
Signs of dampness on
internal walls, ceilings and in
attics indicate that there may
be a problem.

Buying a house is a major investment.
For most of us it is probably the largest
single purchase we will make. Yet many
homeowners put that investment at risk
by not carrying out simple, routine
maintenance.
Without regular inspections and
maintenance, minor defects can become
major problems. Dealing with minor
defects when they appear can prevent
dampness and decay and can save you
the cost of unplanned and expensive
emergency repairs. 
Routine maintenance, whether your
property is old or new, not only protects
your investment, it can add to the value
of your home.

caring
for your
home walls

paintwork

Walls do not normally
require a high level of
maintenance. It is
usually enough to check
the mortar pointing and
keep it in good condition. Loose or
missing pointing should be
renewed with matching mortar. You
should also regularly check the
condition of any harling or render.

External woodwork should
be inspected at six-monthly
intervals and should be
repainted every 5 to 7
years. Poorly maintained
paintwork can cause timber
to decay.

services and flues
Make sure that pipes are properly lagged
to avoid bursts in winter and check water
and heating systems for leaks. A qualified
person should regularly inspect electrical
and gas installations. 
Make sure chimneys are safe and clear.

Chimney can

Chimney Stalk

Mortar fillets

Lead flashings

Slate or tiles

Skews

Rhone/gutter

Stone cope at
wall head
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doors

Timber
sash and
case
windows
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window

Ridge cappings and straps

Skylight

Underfloor
vents


