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foot or horseback could now be used with 
relative ease by carriages and carts. 

After Wade left Scotland in 1740, Caulfeild 
took over responsibility for military road 
building until his death in 1767.  Whilst 
Wade completed around 250 miles of 
road and about 40 bridges, Caulfeild was 
responsible for much more: at least 1000 
miles of road and 20 times the number of 
bridges. Wade’s specification for the roads 
was a standard width of about 5m (16ft) 
reducing to 3m (10ft) where the difficulties 
of the landscape necessitated it. They were 
composed of a base of large boulders 
covered by smaller broken stones and 
topped with gravel. 

These military roads cross the Park, such as 
Wade’s Dunkeld to Inverness (1728-30) and 
Crieff to Dalnacardoch (1730) roads as well 
as Caulfeild’s Coupar Angus to Fort George 
(1748-57) and Corgarff to Aberdeen (1750s) 
roads.  A typical single span Wade bridge 
from the Dalwhinnie to Fort Augustus 
route of 1731 lies just south of Dalwhinnie 
over the River Truim.  A good example of 
Caulfeild’s engineering skill is the impressive 
3-span granite Old Spey Bridge just South 
of Grantown on Spey. Dated 1754 it is part 
of the Coupar Angus to Fort George route. 
The achievement of raising this section 
of the road is noted on its inscription 
“AD1754. 5 companeis of the 33rd 
Regement Colonel Charles Hay. Ended.”

Sluggan Bridge

This Roy map of the 
Sluggan Bridge area 
is named after the 
chief surveyor William 
Roy who undertook 
a military survey of 
Scotland in 1747-55. 
©The British Library. 
Licensor www.scran.ac.uk

A 1786 plan of Corgarff Castle. Reproduced by 
permission of the Trustees of the National Library of Scotland 
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Corgarff Castle’s distinctive star-plan curtain 
wall was constructed following its change 
of use to a garrison. The 16th century 
tower house was altered to take a company 
of infantry in 1748-9.  A guardroom and 
prison were provided for in new pavilions 
added to either side of the tower and 
the star-shaped wall was provided with 
openings for musketry.  A curtain wall was 
also added to the 1628 Braemar Castle 
when it was used as a barracks. It had been 
a burnt-out shell since it was attacked by 
John Farquharson of Inverey in 1689.  John 
Adam, of the renowned Adam family of 
architects, in his post as Master Mason to 
the Board of Ordnance in Scotland, helped 
with its reconstruction in 1748. It served as 
a garrison until 1797 with the men stationed 
there helping to build the military roads. 

A consequence of the 1715 rebellion 
was the building of four new barracks to 
house troops to maintain law and order: 
Inversnaid, Bernera, Kiliwhimen and Ruthven. 
Now a spectacular ruin, Ruthven Barracks  
in Badenoch was constructed in 1719-21 

This historic plan shows 
Inversnaid, Bernera, 
Kiliwhimen and Ruthven 
barracks. Reproduced by 
permission of the Trustees 
of the National Library of 
Scotland

Corgarff Castle
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with the stable block added in 1734.  Wade 
was sceptical of the defensive might of these 
recently constructed barracks and queried 
whether they would “effectually answer the 
end proposed”. 

A very different style of barracks was 
constructed in Ballater in the 19th 
century. Founded in the 1860s to provide 
accommodation for the bodyguard for 
Queen Victoria, the original timber barracks 
behind Glenmuick Parish Church in the 
main square was found to be inadequate. 
The present granite Tudor-style buildings, 
with their distinctive steeply pitched roofs 
and decorative timber bargeboards, were 
constructed to provide permanent and 
more spacious accommodation. It remains 
in use as a barracks today.

Ruthven Barracks

Ballater Barracks 
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Planned towns are a feature of 
18th and 19th century Scotland. 
They were conceived by 

landowners as a way of engineering 
social, economic and architectural 
change in their areas. The far-reaching 
improvements of the 18th century, 
particularly in industry and the 
enclosure of farmland, saw a huge 
reduction in the workforce required to 
manage the land. Landowners sought to 
create markets or other new industries 
for these displaced people through 
the creation of planned towns. There 
are four major planned towns in the 
Cairngorms National Park: Ballater, 
Tomintoul, Grantown-on-Spey and 
Kingussie. The latter three were created 

as market towns for the surplus food 
that resulted from higher productivity 
on the increasingly sophisticated farms. 
Town plans were drawn up and often 
specified the type of house which 
the landowner wished to encourage. 
Commodious permanent houses built 
of stone with slated roofs, glazed 
windows and usually comprising a single 
storey and attic with three or five 
rooms were often indicated, all placed 
within a rational and carefully thought 
out street plan. This is in direct contrast 
to the ad hoc dark, single-storey, 
single-room dwellings made from turf 
or rubble with a thatched roof, which 
would have been more typical in villages 
at this time.

Planned Towns

The Square at Grantown-on-Spey in 1959. ©St Andrews University Library. Licensor www.scran.ac.uk

Ballater
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Grantown-on-Spey was planned by Sir 
James Grant and leases for building plots 
were put up for sale in 1765. The village was 
positioned to take advantage of the crossing 
of two military roads. The original layout 
of the town was a central square with two 
streets to the north and south. Regularity 
was the key for any planned town as this 
provided a contrast to the more haphazard 
arrangement of previous fermtouns. By 
1785, the town had a good supply of 
merchants and tradesmen.  A brewery was 
erected “on purpose to keep the people 
from drinking spirituous liquors”. It had also 
been provided with a prison, but “though it 
has been built for some years, yet few have 
been confined within its walls, which is high 
proof of the good behaviour of the people”. 
In 1845 the New Statistical Account states 
that “no village in the north of Scotland can 
compare with Grantown in neatness and 

regularity, and in beauty of situation”.  The 
first edition Ordnance Survey map of 1868 
shows this layout quite distinctly and the 
grid plan can still be seen today. 

The more modest Tomintoul has a similar 
plan to Grantown, except that the square 
is smaller and more centrally placed, and 
the two streets radiating from it are much 
longer.  Amazingly, the present-day map 
shows an almost identical footprint to 

Fermtouns were small crofting settlements 
which were common in this part of Scotland 
in the 18th century.

The Square today

An 1868 map of Grantown. © and database right “Crown 
Copyright and Landmark Information Group Ltd” (All rights 
reserved 2007). Historic Scotland Licence No. 100017509 
[2007]
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the first Ordnance Survey map of 1868. 
Tomintoul was planned by the 4th Duke 
of Gordon in 1777 to house the dispersed 
population from his estate. The original plan 
was to have a flax and linen industry which 
would provide work for the population, 
but this never succeeded. The location of 
the town took advantage of the military 
road that was built in 1754 from Braemar 
over the Lecht via Corgarff Castle. Queen 
Victoria was less than impressed on her visit 
in 1853:  “Tomintoul is the most tumble-
down, poor-looking place I ever saw – long 
street with three inns, miserable dirty 
looking houses and people, and a sad look 
of wretchedness about it.” 

Many planned towns demonstrated 
paternalist intentions on the part of the 
landowner. They intended the settlements to 

have a civilizing influence on the inhabitants. 
This is perhaps borne out by prospective 
residents of the village having to find a 
person of local standing who would testify 
that they were “very honest, harmless men”.

Kingussie was planned in 1799 by the 
Gordons. The initial village grew slowly, but 
when the Rivers Spey and Laggan were 
bridged in 1808 
and 1815, this 
gave Kingussie the 
boost it needed as 
it found itself on 
the improved roads 
from Inverness 
to Perth and Fort 
William.  The town 
was intended to be 
a centre for woollen 

Why did the 
new towns not 
always succeed as 
intended? Small 
rural industries 
could not always 
compete with 
the emerging 
large-scale 
industrialisation 
of the established 
towns. Many of 
the displaced 
population left 
the area entirely 
to emigrate or to 
work in the cities.

These 1868 and present-day maps show how well Tomintoul’s early street plan has been preserved. 

Tomintoul

This map is reproduced  from Ordnance Survey material 
with the permission of Ordnance Survey on behalf of the 
Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office © Crown 
Copyright. Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown 
copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.
Historic Scotland Licence No. 100017509 [2007]

© and database right “Crown Copyright and Landmark Information GroupLtd”  
(All rights reserved 2007). Historic Scotland Licence No. 100017509 [2007]
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manufacture, but this did not succeed. By 
1812, Elizabeth Grant saw “the indications 
of a village…a few very untidy slated stone 
houses each side of the road.” Queen 
Victoria seemed to share that opinion 
some 51 years later describing it in 1863 
as “a very straggling place with very few 
cottages”.  With the arrival of the railway 
the town expanded.  The layout is a typical 
grid pattern, bounded on the north by 
the High Street and on the south by the 
River Spey and with cross-streets running 
between. 

Unlike the other three, Ballater was planned 
as an early tourist town in the late 18th 
century.  Tourists had been coming to the 
nearby Pannanich Wells since the middle 
of the 18th century to gain the benefits of 
its healing qualities. The Inn at Pannanich 
was proving too small to accommodate 
the increasing numbers of tourists, so the 
landowner, Francis Farquharson, planned a 

town. This follows a square plan with the 
church at its centre (rebuilt in the same 
location in 1874) with smaller streets 
radiating out from the square. The first 
edition Ordnance Survey map shows this 
quite clearly and the runs of grid-plan 
cottages are easily spotted today. Ballater 
only began to develop outwards from this 
plan with the arrival of the railway in 1866. 

The Statistical Account (1791-99) stated 
that an old lady in the neighbourhood of 
Pannanich had obtained relief from running 
neck sores from bathing in the spring.

An 1892 postcard view of Kingussie. ©St Andrews University Library. Licensor www.scran.ac.uk Kingussie today

Pannanich Hotel probably dates from the late 18th 
century and was built beside the wells

Ballater
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Ranging from war memorials 
and drinking fountains to 
village and town halls, schools 

and orphanages, the architecturally 
significant public buildings spread across 
the Cairngorms National Park are 
nothing if not diverse.  Even the former 
Great North of Scotland Omnibus 
Station Depot, not specifically built 
for public use but connected with a 
public service, has been recognised as a 
building of special architectural interest.  
Built circa 1900, this timber-framed 
and weatherboarded building makes a 
significant contribution to Braemar’s 
streetscape and was an important 
element of the infrastructure created to 
carry passengers to Ballater Station.

Designed by Aberdeen-based architect,  
J B Pirie, the Victoria Hall in Braemar is an 
impressive building constructed in granite. It 
has a particularly decorative glazing pattern 
and architectural flourishes which add to its 
interest. Modern granite-cutting techniques 
were developed in the 19th century and this 
resulted in finely carved architectural detail 
being possible with this hard stone. The hall 
is still used by the community. 

Public Buildings

The Victoria Hall’s unusual glazing pattern contributes 
to its special architectural interest

The former Great North of Scotland Omnibus Station Depot

A bronze panel from the Grantown War Memorial
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Strathdon’s Lonach Hall is a fine example 
of a mid-19th-century hall built with funds 
raised by local subscription as well as a 
heavy injection of cash from the local laird, 
Sir Charles Forbes, Bart, of Newe and 
Edinglassie.  Perhaps the most remarkable 
aspect of the venture is that it still 
flourishes at the start of the 21st century.  
The 1823 Lonach Society was created with 
the intention of “upholding the tradition 
of highland dress, the Gaelic tongue and 
social service”. The hall is constructed of 
corrugated iron with a timber-lined interior 
and recessed minstrels’ gallery. It was added 
to the original building in 1896.

Of rather more traditional appearance 
is the neat classical-style town hall in 
Kingussie.  Designed by the Inverness 
architects Matthews & Lawrie, and built 
in 1865 as the Court House, this building 
retains a variety of interesting architectural 
features including its timber sash and case 
windows, as well as fine classical detailing in 
its architraved surrounds with a bracketed 
cornice over the door, aproned windows, 
and chimney stacks with decorative square 
cans.

Kingussie’s town hall was built in 1865 as the Court 
House. The recesses below the windows are known 
as ‘aprons’

Lonach Hall
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Further north at Grantown-on-Spey is 
another classical granite building which 
contributes to the dignified order of burgh 
buildings surrounding The Square.  Now 
known as Speyside House, it was built as 
the Speyside Charity School, or Speyside 
Orphan Hospital, and was established in 
1795 by Lady Grant of Monymusk with 
additional funds from “the family of Grant”.  
The school was rebuilt in 1822-4 to a design 
by J Russell, and is a striking building with a 
clock tower.  Also sited within The Square at 
Grantown-on-Spey is an unusual WWI War 
Memorial designed by A Marshall Mackenzie 
and unveiled by the Countess of Seafield 
on 18th September, 1921.  The classical 
memorial comprises a deep battered 
plinth of polished granite surmounted by 

a tall fluted column and, as with many war 
memorials, the roll-of-honour for WWII has 
been added to the original monument.

The ‘Topographical Dictionary of Scotland’ 
published in 1846 describes Grantown and 
the orphanage: “It contains several good 
shops; and in its centre is a spacious square, 
700 feet in length, and 180 in breadth, 
on the south side of which is the Speyside 
Orphan Hospital, built in 1824, with money 
left by Lady Grant, of Monymusk.  This 
charity is supported from a fund amounting 
to nearly £200 per annum, which has 
increased to the present sum by additions 
from the Grant family: the children, now 
about thirty in number, must be natives of 
the parishes of Cromdale,  Abernethy, Duthil, 
Inveraven, or Knockando, and they are 
boarded, clothed, and educated.” 

Alexander Marshall Mackenzie (1848-
1933) contributed much to the architectural 
character of the north-east of Scotland.  
He is particularly associated with Aberdeen 
where he is perhaps most famous for his 
celebrated granite Gothic work at Marischal 
College.

Speyside House

Marshall Mackenzie’s Grantown War Memorial
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Again sited within a town square, but this 
time at Tomintoul, is a finely ornamented 
cast-iron drinking fountain crowned with 
a classical female figure.  At the base of 
the structure are two diminutive cast-iron 
steps thoughtfully provided for children 
and inscribed with the words “STEP UP 
BAIRNS”.  A report in the Elgin Courant of 
9th July, 1915 records that the fountain was 
gifted to the people of Tomintoul by Robert 
Gordon.

Marshall Mackenzie’s Grantown War Memorial

Tomintoul Drinking Fountain
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Queen Victoria and Prince 
Albert were captivated by the 
Highlands after their first visit 

in 1842. This resulted six years later 
in their purchase of Balmoral Castle 
on Deeside. This “pretty little castle 
in the old Scottish style” is not the 
one we see today. The original castle 
proved to be too small for the growing 
royal family and they commissioned a 
replacement from William Smith, the 
City Architect for Aberdeen, whose 
style had found favour with Prince 
Albert. By 1856 the new Scottish 
Baronial-style castle was completed and 
Queen Victoria noted in her diaries that 
“the effect of the whole is very fine”. 
At the same time they also negotiated 
successfully for the purchase of one 
adjoining estate and the long lease of 
another. The royal family returned to 
Balmoral frequently over the years with 
the Queen writing in her diary, “Every 
year my heart becomes more fixed in 
this dear paradise”. The estate became a 
refuge for Queen Victoria after Albert’s 
death. 

Queen Victoria

The royal family were also keen to make 
their architectural mark on the estate by 
creating new buildings to aid its smooth 
running, such as stables, a dairy and cottages 
for the tenants. Hunting and shooting were 
Prince Albert’s pastimes, but for Queen 
Victoria, ventures to the surrounding 
countryside were often in the form of visits 
to the local residents or picnics for which 
various shielings and bothies were adapted 
or built.  Although most of these were 
situated within the privacy of the Balmoral 
Estate itself, there is a small traditional 
cottage at Linn of Quoich called Queen 
Victoria’s Picnic Cottage. 

Sometimes structures were built in the 
Queen’s honour such as the The Queen’s 
Well at Glen Mark, where an unusual 
granite crown monument was erected to 
commemorate her visit in 1861, when she 
and Albert drank from the spring.  

This aerial view of Balmoral Castle was taken in 
1950. ©Hulton Getty. Licensor www.scran.ac.uk

The Queen’s Well, Glen Mark
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Another structure associated with Queen 
Victoria is the Linn of Dee Bridge of 1857 
over the Linn of Dee Gorge. The bridge 
is Gothic in style which is unique in the 
crossings over the Dee. The opening of the 
bridge is described by Queen Victoria in her 
diary,  “we all drank whiskey in prosperity to 
the bridge”.  

Prince Albert (1819-61) was a noted 
antiquarian and it was natural that he would 
commission a building in the fashionable 
Scottish Baronial style. This historicising 
movement involved taking elements of 
castles, tower houses and mansions of 
an earlier age and combining them to 
distinctive effect. Like Balmoral, buildings in 
the Baronial style often have crow-stepped 
gables, towers and turrets.

Queen Victoria circa 
1868 in her carriage at 
Balmoral. ©Hulton Getty. 
Licensor www.scran.ac.uk

Linn of Dee Bridge
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The wrought-iron bridge at Crathie which 
leads across the Dee to Balmoral was 
commissioned by Prince Albert in 1854 
to restrict access to the royal estate and 
reroute the Deeside road from the south 
side of the River to the north. Designed 
by Isambard Kingdom Brunel it is the only 
known Brunel structure in Scotland. 

The church at Crathie continues today as 
the place of worship for the royal family 
when they are resident at Balmoral. It was 
designed by Alexander Marshall Mackenzie 
in 1893-5.  A separate entrance and one 
transept are set aside for the royal family’s 
personal use. Clay roof tiles are used, 

One of the 
greatest 19th-
century engineers, 
Brunel (1806-59) 
is perhaps best 
known for his 
Clifton Suspension 
Bridge in Bristol.

Crathie Girder Bridge over the River Dee is possibly the earliest plate-girder bridge in Scotland
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an unusual material in a region which is 
dominated by slate. The Queen worshipped 
regularly in the church when at Balmoral. 
£2000 was raised towards the cost of the 
new church by the royal family from a 
bazaar held in the castle grounds.  

Queen Victoria’s purchase of Balmoral 
focused her influence on the eastern section 
of the Park, but she did make some trips 
further afield, most famously to Grantown-
on-Spey, when she travelled incognito with 
Prince Albert as Lord and Lady Churchill. 
After a night in Grantown, however, the 
news had spread of the true identity of the 
travellers. 

The arrival of Queen Victoria on Deeside 
made it a fashionable place to be and 
combined with the arrival of the railway it 
led to a significant increase in tourism in the 
area. The “By Royal Appointment” signs in 
Ballater are a colourful visual reminder of 
the continued presence of the royal family 
today. 

Slate is the most common roofing material 
in Scotland. It is by no means a uniform 
material though and geological variations 
mean that it can range from green to grey 
and even purple in colour. It can be laid in a 
variety of ways to add interest to a roof. One 
of the most decorative is a fish-scale pattern. 
Clay roof tiles (distinct from pantiles), usually 
in shades of red, were used more frequently 
from the later 19th century onwards. They 
are often seen on Arts and Crafts houses 
in imitation of English roofs where red clay 
tiles were typical. The arrival of the railway 
made access to a wider palette of materials 
possible.

Crathie Parish Church

A Ballater shopfront
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The Victorian period was the 
era of the railway. In the 19th 
century travel on rails with the 

use of steam locomotion became not 
only a popular craze, but also crucial to 
the success of the expanding industrial 
and economic power of Britain. This 
was as true for the Cairngorms as 
elsewhere. The railway arrived here 
in the mid 19th century and was the 
catalyst for economic improvement 
on an unprecedented scale. It allowed 
both people and goods to move much 
more freely both in and out of the area, 
with profound implications. Far greater 

numbers of people were able to visit 
the region and it also allowed materials, 
such as granite and timber and other 
goods to be exported, and previously 
unavailable goods to be imported. 
The railway also had an impact on 
the appearance of the country as the 
lines snaked through the countryside 
and stations, bridges, viaducts and 
all the paraphernalia of the railway 
appeared. Reflecting the spirit of the 
age, these structures were often not 
merely functional but constructed in a 
grand and ornate style, celebrating the 
achievement.

The Railway

Aviemore Station with its exceptionally fine decorative ironwork
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To the west of the Cairngorm mountains 
was the Highland Railway, engineered by  
Joseph Mitchell, with construction beginning 
in the 1850s. The creation of the line from 
Inverness to Perth was a mighty task and 
the first line went via Forres to avoid the 
mountainous centre of the region. However, 
in the 1890s a line was constructed directly 
south from Inverness to Aviemore, over the 

mountainous terrain considered impassable 
in the 1850s and this feat of engineering 
considerably shortened the route. The 
station at Aviemore was originally built 
in 1863 but was rebuilt in 1892 when 
the old station became inadequate for 
the junction created by the direct line to 
Inverness. This station is the finest example 
of those built by the Highland Railway. It 

Joseph Mitchell (1803-83) was based 
in Inverness and was instrumental in 
developing transport links to and from 
the town in the 19th century. He was a 
prolific engineer, working on everything from 
harbours to roads and railways. He favoured 
a castellated style and many of his designs 
have this type of detailing.

Aviemore Station circa 1900.  © and database right “Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Ltd” (All rights 
reserved 2007). Historic Scotland Licence No. 100017509 [2007]

A detail of the entrance arch at Castle Grant
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is built of timber weatherboarding, as are 
many others in this area. The multi-pane 
windows and long pitched awnings to the 
platforms with ornate decorative ironwork 
are of particular quality. These features are 
echoed at other stations on this line, such as 
Kingussie and Newtonmore. 

The second major railway operator in the 
Cairngorms region was the Great North 
of Scotland Railway. Part of their network 
was a long spur which ran from Aberdeen 
along Deeside. Completed in stages, the line 
reached Ballater and the station opened in 
1866. This line is most famous as the one 
which provided access to Balmoral and was 
used, not only by the royal family on their 
annual visits, but also by a wealth of prime 

ministers, aristocrats and even foreign heads 
of state. However, the architecture of the 
station was not always considered to be 
up to these illustrious standards.  Victoria 
preferred to alight at Aboyne, considering 
Ballater station too meagre. However, in 
1886 the station was remodelled to provide 
more appropriate accommodation. The 
new luxurious timber-panelled royal waiting 
room was based on that at Wolferton, the 
station for Sandringham in Norfolk. The 
porte-cochère over the separate Royal 
entrance was also added at this time. In 
1896 the station witnessed the arrival of 
the Tzar and Tzarina of Russia, Nicholas and 
Alexandra, who were visiting Balmoral. 

Ballater Station.  A porte-cochere is a porch 
large enough for wheeled vehicles to pass 
through, allowing the visitor to disembark 
without exposing them to extremes of 
weather.

Kingussie Station around 1900 and today. ©St Andrews University Library. 
Licensor www.scran.ac.uk
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The railway led to the creation of many 
interesting structures which reflect 
the fascination with technological and 
architectural innovation. Railway structures 
of the Victorian era were far from utilitarian 
and used scale and fashionable architectural 
styles to make grand statements. One of 
the best examples of this in the Cairngorms 
National Park is the Castle Grant bridge by 
Joseph Mitchell on the edge of the Castle 
Grant estate. Here the railway line passes 
over the main road next to the entrance to 
the castle. The railway bridge is ingeniously 

incorporated with a baronial lodge and 
gateway.  These were built for Lord 
Seafield by the Highland Railway Company 
in gratitude for allowing the line to pass 
through his land. It also provided him with 
his own private platform, in common with 
many other large estates. The Earl had 
originally objected to the line, but relented 
when he realised that he could use it to his 
advantage to transport timber.

The East Lodge at Castle 
Grant with its bridge 
and entrance arch was 
constructed in 1863-4
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The development of the 
Cairngorms area as a tourist 
destination became particularly 

apparent during the recent resurvey. 
The arrival of Queen Victoria and 
Prince Albert to Deeside in the 1840s 
and the subsequent arrival of the 
railway accelerated the phenomenon. 
Their purchase of the Balmoral Estate 
brought a new cachet to Highland life, 
and led to a large influx of visitors to 
the area, not only from the aristocracy. 
Increasingly, the middle classes also 

made the journey. The attraction of 
the Cairngorms was founded on the 
belief in the improving properties of the 
‘Alpine’ environment of upper Deeside, 
and the growing popularity of country 
pursuits such as deerstalking, climbing, 
shooting and fishing. The landscape and 
environment of the Cairngorms was 
ideal for these activities. Tourism had a 
significant impact on the architectural 
appearance of the area. One of the 
best illustrations of this in the Park is at 
Braemar.

Tourism

A view of Braemar taken by the renowned 19th-century photographer George Washington Wilson.  
©Marius Alexander. Licensor www.scran.ac.uk.

Braemar
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Prior to the 19th century the north of 
Scotland was considered by outsiders to 
be wild and backward. Modest settlements 
consisted of tiny rubble-walled cottages 
roofed with thatch or turf. It was often 
difficult to tell accommodation for humans 
apart from that for animals, in fact they 
were often the same building. Braemar 
was historically important as the village 
at the confluence of the Clunie Water 
and the Dee and was originally two tiny 
hamlets, Castleton and Auchendryne. They 
underwent enormous change as the 19th 
century progressed, their earlier forms now 
almost indistinguishable. Solid, stone and 
slate cottages based on a simple design but 
with a new level of quality and permanence, 
replaced the former dwellings. The common 
form was a symmetrical 3-bay elevation with 
a steeply pitched roof. One of the principal 
causes of this change was the influx of 
people, and therefore money, from outside. 
These people needed places to eat, sleep 
and pray and it was the provision of these 
comforts which had such an impact on the 
appearance of the area and its buildings. 
Tourist guides to Braemar and the area 
began to proliferate from the late 19th 
century.

The annual Braemar Highland Gathering 
held in September began in the 1830s 
and was a huge draw for visitors. It was 
just one of the reasons for a requirement 
for large hotels in the village. Braemar 
had always been an important resting 
place for travellers who were catered for 
by small coaching inns. However, in the 
19th century these were replaced with 
two large hotels, the Fife Arms and the 
Invercauld Arms. Grandly designed to 
impress, they are constructed in fashionable 
styles. The Invercauld Arms is built in the 

Single-storey-and-attic cottages contribute much to 
the character of Braemar

The Braemar Gathering in 1922. ©St Andrews University Library. Licensor www.scran.ac.uk
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Baronial style, whereas the Fife Arms has 
a mix of Highland themes with Arts and 
Crafts influences. These accommodated the 
increasing numbers of tourists and both 
were subsequently extended on several 
occasions. 

However, large hotels were not the only 
type of building which were aimed at 
housing visitors. In Braemar the rare 
architectural evidence of how the residents 
gave up their own homes and moved into 
secondary houses in their gardens is still 
apparent today. These so-called ‘wee houses’ 
were a relatively common feature in the 
parts of Scotland where visitors arrived 

for the summer months. They are now 
increasingly rare but a good collection has 
survived in Braemar. Standing adjacent or 
attached to the stone-built cottages there 
are smaller cottages, which are almost 
exclusively constructed of timber, and are 
generally a small-scale version of the larger 
cottage. Residents of the village lived in 
these wee houses in the summer while 
the more commodious cottage was rented 
out to visitors. The owners also became 
servants to their guests and some bell-push 
systems survive in the cottages. 

The Fife Arms Hotel has a mixture of 
architectural styles. The decorative pierced 
timber bargeboards and overhanging 
bracketed eaves as well as the proliferation 
of gables are all characteristics of Highland 
architecture. The glazing pattern composed 
of a variety of small multi-paned upper 
sashes and plate glass lower sashes is 
typical of an Arts and Crafts building.
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A characterful timber ‘wee house’ in Braemar to the right of the stone cottage

Robert Louis Stevenson was just one of the many 
visitors attracted to Braemar in the 19th century.  
The plaque sits on the building where he stayed

Another example of a Braemar ‘wee house’
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Religion is interwoven through 
Scotland’s history and the 
area covered by the Park is no 

exception. There is a rich heritage of 
places of worship and burial grounds. 
In modest settlements the church was 
often one of the few stone buildings of 
quality and may have been the only one 
designed by an architect.

Many of the churches we are most familiar 
with today were built in Victorian times. 
Inverallan Church in Grantown-on-Spey 
dates from 1884 and replaced a previous 
church built in 1803 which was on the same 
site. It was built by Caroline, the Dowager 

Countess of Seafield in memory of her 
husband and sons and it was designed by 
their estate architect,  Alexander Smith. 
It is cruciform in plan and has particularly 
notable tracery windows. The then-popular 
Gothic style for religious buildings can be 
seen at Glenmuick Parish Church in Ballater. 
Built in 1874, on the site of an earlier 
church, this church is the focal point of the 
town and has a tall spire. 

Away from towns, churches tended to be 
both smaller and less ornate. They were 
most often simple rectangular buildings. 
Today these churches can often seem to 
be in remote areas with few inhabitants, 

Worship & Burial

Inverallan Church. The ‘S’ in this unusual tracery window represents the Seafield family
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Gothic architecture is characterised by 
pointed arches and buttresses as well as 
an emphasis on height.  The style developed 
in the medieval period and became 
fashionable again in the late 18th and 
19th centuries. Gothic churches often have 
decorative tracery windows where geometric 
patterns are formed by the stonework in the 
upper part of the window.

A bellcote is a small type of belfry usually of 
stone construction which houses the church 
bell.

Glenmuick Parish Church, Ballater

Glenbuchat Old Parish Church
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but previously there may have been a 
significant number of people scattered 
throughout the area in fermtouns or crofts. 
A particularly fine example of this is the Old 
Parish Church in Glenbuchat Parish. It has a 
simple, rectangular plan with a bellcote on 
one gable, incorporating a bell from 1643. 
The church itself dates from 1629, and was 
rebuilt in 1792. The interior is of particular 
interest as it has surviving box pews, some 
with private communion tables. 

After the Reformation, Roman Catholics 
faced a difficult time in Scotland. This 
continued during the 18th century, 
especially after 1745 when many identified 

with the Jacobites and therefore faced 
persecution. There was a strong Roman 
Catholic presence generally in the north-
east and particularly around the Braes of 
Glenlivet. The Roman Catholic Seminary at 
Scalan provided training for Roman Catholic 
priests from 1717 until 1799. The current 
building replaced an earlier seminary sited 
slightly to the east. It is a small, 2-storey 
harled building, dating from 1767.  After the 
seminary at Scalan closed in 1799 there was 
a need for a local Catholic church and one 
was finally built in 1826. It was replaced in 
1896 by the distinguished architect John 
Kinross in a Scottish Romanesque style.

John Kinross (1855-1931) was a scholarly 
architect with an expert knowledge of 
17th-century Scottish architecture. His 
historic expertise is a key feature of his 
architecture and he developed a traditional 
Scottish style. He specialised in sensitively 
handled restorations and top-quality new 
commissions.

The former seminary at Scalan dates from 1767.  
Note the ‘lying pane’ glazing pattern
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Episcopalians were also persecuted in the 
18th century because of their Jacobite 
connections, and most Episcopal churches 
date from the 19th and early 20th centuries.  
Another important Scottish architect, 
John Ninian Comper, was responsible for 
building the Scottish Episcopal Church at 
Rothiemurchus. This was completed in 1930. 
Comper described his intention as “this 
very simple church with its white walls and 
vault and red altar; …I think it is along these 
lines that we can get dignity coupled with 
the greatest simplicity.” 

Many of the churches within the Park are 
surrounded by burial grounds and one in 
particular, at Cromdale, retains a watch-
house.

Scattered throughout the Park are 
ruined early churches, many of which are 
scheduled ancient monuments.

J Ninian Comper 
(1864-1960) 
was principally a 
church architect 
and he specialised 
in Episcopal 
churches in the 
Gothic style. He 
often designed 
the stained glass 
as well as the 
building. He 
also designed 
St Margaret’s 
Episcopal Church 
in Braemar.

The growth of 
medical teaching 
in the 18th 
century led to a 
lucrative trade 
in fresh corpses. 
Mort-safes and 
watch-houses 
developed to 
protect new 
graves from body 
snatchers. Mort-
safes consisted 
of an iron grille 
which was placed 
over the grave or  
a heavy cast-iron 
coffin-shaped 
device which 
the coffin would 
be placed into 
until it was of no 
interest to the 
body snatchers. 
Members of the 
parish would be 
required to stay 
overnight in a 
watch-house to 
keep watch on 
new graves.

Comper’s Episcopal 
Church of St John 
the Baptist at 
Rothiemurchus

The small gabled watch-house at Cromdale overlooks 
the burial ground



52 53

There were 221 existing listings 
in the Park area of the 7 
parishes and 1 burgh when we 

resurveyed in 2005-06 and following 
the review, rationalisation and refresh 
there were 238.  At the end of the 
resurvey we identified some 78 new 
listings and these were added to the 
statutory list on 14 November 2006. 
The majority of additions to the list 
were found to be of local importance 
and were listed at category C(S). Within 
the existing listings some were found 
to no longer meet the criteria for 
listing while others were protected by 
ancient monument legislation. In cases 
where structures are listed as well 
as scheduled we try to minimise any 
unnecessary overlap of designations. All 
of the existing list descriptions in this 
area were rewritten to include more 
information about why the particular 
building is of special architectural or 
historic interest. The list is an active 
archive and the figures change as part 
of its ongoing maintenance. 

The rigours of the resurvey allowed us 
to carry out an in-depth and comparative 
assessment of the area and the team quickly 
built up detailed knowledge of the local built 
heritage – from studying the timber ‘wee 
houses’ in Braemar to the game larders 
found on the sporting estates. The team 
investigated a number of vernacular cottages 
with timber-lined interiors and were able 
to compare and contrast these across 
the resurvey area so that only the finest 
examples were chosen to become listed 
buildings. Local traditions such as the salt 
boxes found in kitchens were acknowledged 
and recorded and the work has added much 
to our information about the built heritage 
of this part of Scotland. We now have an 
invaluable resource detailing the area’s 
distinctive architectural character. It will help 
the local authorities and the Cairngorms 
National Park Authority to manage change 
in the Park, allowing the area to have a 
progressive yet sustainable future. 

Conclusion

For information on scheduled ancient 
monument legislation see page 57

The Slochd Mhuic Railway Viaduct



52 53

The Earl and Countess of Seafield pictured on the steps of Castle Grant with their 
sizeable number of tenants in 1912. ©Grantown Museum & Heritage Trust. Licensor 
www.scran.ac.uk

Crathie Parish Church

Linn of Dee Bridge
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Are you interested in researching 
the architectural history of 
your property? The internet 

has revolutionised historic research 
and there is a wealth of reliable sources 
which you can now access. We cannot 
list them all but we have highlighted 
some sites which you may find helpful 
below.

You can search to find out whether a 
building is listed on our own website at 
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk. There is 
also much useful information here about 
listing, including booklets which are free to 
download. Pastmap is also very helpful and 
it shows you all of Scotland’s listed buildings, 
scheduled ancient monuments and gardens 
and designed landscapes.  
See www.pastmap.org.uk 

One of the first resources that the Historic 
Scotland inspectors use when researching 
a building are historic maps. You can find a 
selection of these on the National Library 
of Scotland website at www.nls.uk. The 
1st and 2nd edition Ordnance Survey 
maps which were drawn up around the 
1860s and 1890s provide the most detailed 
information. They can give valuable dating 
information and show the development of 
a building or village. It is worth bearing in 
mind that the building which appears on the 

map is not always the same building which 
exists now – it could have been rebuilt on 
the same footprint.

The Royal Commission on the Ancient 
and Historical Monuments of Scotland 
(www.rcahms.gov.uk) website allows 
you to search their Canmore database 
and their publicly accessible library in 
Edinburgh, which contains a comprehensive 
photographic archive and has resources 
for the architectural historian – whether 
amateur or professional. 

The Dictionary of Scottish Architects at 
www.scottisharchitects.org.uk covers 
the period 1840-1940 and is an invaluable 
site. You can search by architect or building 
and get to know the designer through the 
many architect biographies. 

The Scran Trust is a registered charity 
at www.scran.ac.uk with hundreds of 
thousands of images, movies and sounds 
from museums, galleries, archives and the 
media. There is a great selection of historic 
photographs which architectural historians 
find particularly useful.

Statistical accounts for every parish in 
Scotland were written in the 1790s and 
the 1840s and these have been digitised at 
www.edina.ac.uk/statacc/. These provide 
a fascinating snapshot of life in a particular 

Research

Laggan Bridge Parish Church



54 55

parish during these times, noting everything 
from how much the schoolmaster was paid 
to problems with drunkenness. 

The National Archives of Scotland at www.
nas.gov.uk now has a searchable database. 
Amongst the many resources they hold are 
a number of collections of estate papers 
which are useful if you are researching a 
property built for a large estate. 

Find out much more about the Cairngorms 
National Park at www.cairngorms.co.uk 

We also suggest visiting your local library 
and/or museum for more information and 
talking to long-standing local residents. 
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Listing recognises a structure’s 
special architectural or historic 
interest. Whether a building is 

listed at category A, B or C(S) listing 
always covers all of the structure, 
interior and exterior. Listing exists to 
protect special character. 

Listing only affects an owner if they decide 
to alter or extend the building.  At this 
time they need to consult with their local 
planning authority to see if they think 
listed building consent is required. Listed 
building consent is the mechanism by which 
the planning authorities ensure that any 
changes to listed buildings are appropriate 
and sympathetic to its character. It is free 
and is applied for in much the same way 
as planning permission, with an application 
form and plans of the proposed work 
submitted to the local authority. 

Listing is a mechanism designed to help 
manage the sensitive change of buildings, 
rather than preserve them in aspic. Annually 
Historic Scotland deals with around 2700 
listed building consent applications for 
alterations to category A- and B-listed 
buildings (category C(S) buildings are 
dealt with solely by the local authority 
except in the case of demolitions). There 
are approximately 32,000 category A- or 
B-listed buildings in Scotland so 10% of 

these listed buildings receive listed building 
consent for alterations each year. This shows 
that listed buildings are being adapted to 
modern life. We clear over 98% of these 
applications back to the local authority 
within 28 days of receipt. 

Contact details for the planning offices in 
the Park can be found on page 59.

Research has shown that being listed can 
increase the value of a property. Certain 
works which have listed building consent 
are eligible for zero-rated VAT and this is 
administered by HM Customs & Excise. 

Historic homes are especially desirable and 
their unusual character, quality of design 
or excellent craftsmanship mark them out 
as buildings of interest. We recognise that 
historic buildings often have to change to 
adapt to modern use. There are countless 
successful conversions of historic buildings 
across the country, from churches becoming 
offices to large industrial buildings becoming 
desirable flats. 

More about listing can be found in our 
booklet Scotland’s Listed Buildings:  What 
Listing Means to Owners and Occupiers which 
is free and downloadable from our website,  
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk.

What does listing mean?

Glenbuchat Old Parish Church
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Scheduled ancient monuments

A scheduled monument is an ancient 
monument which has been given statutory 
protection under the Ancient Monuments 
and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. By 
law, ancient monuments must be found 
to be of national importance before they 
can be scheduled. Scheduling is usually 
applied to monuments whose importance 
as such presumes against intervention 
on any scale.  A structure in use as a 
dwelling house cannot be scheduled as an 
ancient monument, nor can a building in 
ecclesiastical use, whereas both categories 
can be listed. There are over 7000 scheduled 
monuments in Scotland, from prehistoric 
chambered tombs and stone circles to 
Roman forts, abbeys and even some Second 
World War defences. 

There is some overlap between listed 
buildings and scheduled ancient monuments. 
Some very old buildings such as castles or 
bridges can be both listed and scheduled. In 
these cases scheduled monument consent, 
which is dealt with by Historic Scotland, 
takes precedence over listed building 
consent. We aim to reduce this overlap as 
much as possible. More about scheduling 
can be found at www.historic-scotland.
gov.uk/ancientmonuments

Gardens and Designed Landscapes

Since 1980 Historic Scotland has worked 
with Scottish Natural Heritage studying 
and researching gardens and landscapes of 
national importance. This project culminated 
in the Inventory of gardens and designed 
landscapes in 1988. There are nine gardens 
and designed landscapes in the Park.

Gardens and designed landscapes are 
defined as grounds which are laid out 
for artistic effect and most often include 
architectural features, trees, shrubs, flowers, 
lawns and parkland.

Historic Scotland focuses on safeguarding 
this invaluable resource for future 
generations, allowing them to enjoy the 
beauty of our nation’s landscapes and 
gardens. More about gardens and designed 
landscapes can be found at www.historic-
scotland.gov.uk/gardens

Grants

Historic Scotland awards grants to private 
owners, trusts and others to help towards 
the cost of repairing many of the nation’s 
most outstanding historic buildings. Grants 
are a major stimulus to conserving the 
nation’s built heritage benefiting both 
communities and the general economy 
by generating work in the construction 
industry, traditional crafts and supporting 
tourism. 

Between 1991 and 2006 grants totalling 
more than £150 million were made that 
assisted repairs worth over £400 million. 

Under our Historic Building Repair Grants 
Scheme financial help is available to private 
owners of outstanding buildings to meet the 
cost of high-quality repairs using traditional 
materials and specialist craftsmen. This work 
will conserve original features in buildings of 
special architectural or historic interest. In 
return, owners must maintain the building 
and allow some access to visitors. Historic 
Scotland also provides financial help for the 
repair of Scotland’s many important places 
of worship under our Places of Worship 
Repair Grants Scheme run jointly with the 
Heritage Lottery Fund. 

 

Cromdale Church Burial Ground
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Major projects can attract funds from other 
sources, including the European Union 
local enterprise companies, the Heritage 
Lottery Fund and housing agencies. Further 
information about other sources of funds 
can be found in Sources of Financial Help 
for Scotland’s Historic Buildings which is 
downloadable from our website,  
www.historic-scotland.gov.uk/grants

Technical, Conservation, Research 
and Education 

At Historic Scotland our team of 
conservation specialists provides 
guidance on key conservation issues 
to the construction industry, building 
professionals, educators and homeowners. 
Our enquiry service, resource centre 
and conservation publications provide a 
wealth of advice and information on the 
care of historic buildings in Scotland. The 
department has a large range of technical 
publications dealing with repair and 
maintenance techniques, some of which 
are free to download from our website. 
Our free advice line on 0131 668 8668 can 
provide contact details for tradespeople 
who have worked on historic buildings 
as well as suppliers of specialist materials. 
More information can be found on our 
website, www.historic-scotland.gov.
uk/conservation

Church of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Succour, Braes 
of Glenlivet

The Scottish Civic Trust and the 
Buildings at Risk register

The Scottish Civic Trust (www.
scottishcivictrust.org.uk) was founded 
in 1967 and is Scotland’s only voluntary 
organisation working to raise the quality 
of the whole built environment. The Trust 
encourage excellence in the conservation of 
the past, in contemporary architecture and 
planning and in effective public education 
and participation in all these concerns. 

On behalf of Historic Scotland the Trust 
operate Scotland’s Buildings at Risk register 
(www.buildingsatrisk.org.uk) which 
offers the public a much-valued service 
designed to find new uses for a wide range 
of endangered buildings.



58 59

You can contact Historic Scotland’s 
listing team at: 

Listing Team 
Historic Scotland Inspectorate 
Longmore House 
Salisbury Place 
Edinburgh 
EH9 1SH 
(t) 0131 668 8600 
email: hs.inspectorate@scotland.gsi.
gov.uk

The Historic Scotland Cairngorms resurvey team

As well as the Cairngorms National Park Authority there are 
four local authorities within the Park boundary. The Park Authority 
shares statutory planning functions with these local authorities. The 
Park has a team of planning staff based at their Ballater office:

Albert Memorial Hall
Station Square
Ballater
(t) 01339 753601
(f) 01339 755334
Email: planning@cairngorms.co.uk

If you are considering making alterations to a listed building we 
suggest you contact your local planning office in the first instance:

Highland Council	 		   
The Dept of Planning & Development Services 
The Highland Council
Glenurquhart Road
Inverness
IV3 5NX
(t) 01463 702250
email: planning@highland.gov.uk

Angus Council
Department of Planning & Transport
Angus Council
St James House
St James Road
Forfar
DD8 2ZP
(t) 01307 461460
email: planning@angus.gov.uk

Aberdeenshire Council 
Dept of Planning & Environmental Services 
Aberdeenshire Council 
Viewmount 
Arduthie Road 
Stonehaven 
AB39 2DQ 
(t) 01569 768300 
email: Vapplication@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Moray Council
Dept of Environmental Services
The Moray Council
Council Offices
High Street
Elgin
IV30 1BX
(t) 01343 543451
email: development.control@moray.gov.uk
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The Cairngorms National Park

Thank you

The listing team would like to thank the people of the Cairngorms 
National Park for their hospitality and help with the resurvey. It is 
often the owner or occupier who understands their building best and 
their contribution to our knowledge of the built heritage of the Park 
has been immeasurable.
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